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Student Arts Learning Matinee
Friday, February 24, 2017, 10:00 - 11:00 am
The Vets, 1 Avenue of the Arts, Providence



About FirstWorks ARTS LEARNING
Welcome to the FirstWorks Arts Learning program! You are joining students from across Rhode 
Island who participate in our program to connect our audiences with the arts. This includes 
the development of relevant, customized study guides, teacher training, in-school workshops, 
and daytime “edu-matinees.” We are one of the only organizations in the state that creates 
direct, sustained, and goal-oriented connections between youth and leading artists, with the 
goal of improving academic achievement, broadening world views, and expanding career 
possibilities. FirstWorks Arts Learning has grown from serving 125 students to reaching 4,300 
students annually.

Teacher Study Guides, such as this one, relating to each artist are provided to educators, 
giving them the opportunity to use the student lecture/demonstration matinee experience as 
an educational tool in their classrooms. Question and answer sessions are frequently offered 
after these student matinees, providing an opportunity for students to interact directly with the 
performers. 

FirstWorks Arts Learning Programs run from the start of the school year through PVDFest in 
early June. The program is generously made possible through the continuous support from 
businesses through our Adopt-A-School Program, local and national foundations, and 
community donors. 

For more information about our Arts Learning Program please contact Kathleen McAreavey, 
Education and Community Coordinator, at 401-421-4278, or by e-mail: 
kathleenm@first-works.org. To learn about our Adopt-A-School Program or support our Arts 
Learning Program please contact Isabelle Tadmoury, Director of Development, at 401-421-
4278, or by e-mail: isabelle@first-works.org. 

Thank you for connecting your students to these unforgettable, powerful, live performance 
experiences. Enjoy the show! 
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What to Expect
Rennie Harris

Dr. Lorenzo (Rennie) Harris is the
Founder, Artistic Director and
Choreographer, Director of the
Rennie Harris Puremovement hip
hop dance company, founded in
1992. Puremovement is the
longest-running touring hip hop
dance company in the world.
Rennie was born in North
Philadelphia and grew up in an 
African American community. Dr. 
Harris and his company are 
dedicated to preserving and 
disseminating hip hop culture, 
rooted in the belief that hip hop is 
the most important original  
expression of a new generation, 
one that expresses universal 
themes that extend beyond racial, 
religious, and economic 
boundaries, and that can help 
bridge these divisions. Harris is
committed to presenting a sincere 
view of the essence and spirit of hip 
hop rather than the commercially
exploited stereotypes portrayed
by the media. Puremovement was 
chosen as 1 of 4 American dance 
companies for President Obama’s 
“Dance Motion USA,” serving 
as cultural ambassadors. Harris 
remains at the forefront of hip hop 
culture and continues to challenge
misconceptions and assumptions
about hip hop.

 

 
 
 
 
 

 What to expect 
An ensemble of dancers demonstrating various 
styles of hip hop dancing, as well as styles that 
influenced the genre.

Discussion about the origins of the genre and the 
impact hip hop has had on our society and culture.

Video of key elements from hip hop culture and the 
history that informed it.

A live DJ spinning beats for the
performers.
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”Getting” Dance
(also, things to explore while watching)
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Timeline...
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Timeline...
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HIP HOP COLORING PAGE
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RECORD PLAYER MAZE COLORING PAGE
Can you find your way to the center of the record?
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FirstWorks Arts Learning programs help K-12 students build connections 
between art, their academic subjects, and their lives. 

These school-based Arts Learning programs meet grade-level standards and 
model pathways to the future through exposure to cultural firsts. 

FirstWorks Arts Learning enables K-12 youth to interact directly with some of the 
most inventive, creative minds of our time, bolstering student achievement and 
broadening career possibilities.  

275 Westminster Street, Suite 501 
Providence, RI 02903 
Tel 401.421.4278  
Fax 401.421.4282 
info@first-works.org 
 




